Bible Study Questions 1 Timothy 3

Sermon Summary – Paul describes the qualities required for church leaders and emphasises the privileges and blessings of service.

Please read 1 Timothy chapter 3

In v1 Paul notes that some people 'set their heart' on the office of overseer. How does desire for office by an individual relate to the appointment of someone by the church?

When we consider the qualities listed in the chapter for those who serve as overseers and deacons/deaconesses – is Paul expecting too much? Conversely, can we be guilty of expecting too much from our church leaders?

Where does the statement “the husband of but one wife” (v2, v12) leave those who are single, widowed, divorced or married to non-Christian spouses when it comes to holding church leadership positions?

How would you define the roles of overseers and deacons?

How are the roles of overseer and deacon/deaconess expressed in our church?

How is the church “the pillar and  foundation of the truth” in v15? How can this affect our view of service?

How can godliness be a 'mystery' (v16)? What does this say about Christian growth if we are to progress in godliness?

