Why does God allow suffering?

Suffering in the world

Throughout life people face all sort of problems, many of them totally out with their control, that result in them suffering personally in some sort of way e.g. we can suffer ill health or we can suffer from financial problems due to being made redundant or whatever.  Then there are whole countries and groups of people who suffer as a result of so called natural disasters such as earth quakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, famines, wars etc.  And when situations like this arise often the question that goes up is – ‘Where is God in all of this?  If He is a loving God (as the Bible hails Him to be) then why does he allow people to suffer like this?’  It would appear that many of us seem to need to put the blame for suffering at someone’s door, to hold someone accountable for it, and often it seems to be God that gets the blame!  

So let’s look at this question that so many of us ask, ‘why does God allow suffering?’

Well Job suffered terribly and as such the issue that he wrestled with, and the question that he was asking and looking for an answer to, was this - ‘Does God actually send trouble?’ 
Job’s major difficulty was that he believed that all the bad things that had happened to him were God’s doing (Job 6:4). This is a dilemma that we all face. If God is all powerful and all loving then why are there personal and natural disasters?  If God is in control of all that happens then surely it follows that he must have a measure of responsibility for all that happens including suffering – or does He?

Different ways of answering the question
· Some people have found it helpful to distinguish between the things that God makes happen and the things that he lets happen. However, for others there is no distinction – if God lets something bad happen then they would raise the question - ‘how is that different from making it happen?’  Discuss. 
· Others would argue that God has constructed the world in such a way that bad things happen – some at least as a consequence of bad human choices – and that a world without difficulty would in fact be world in which growth, development, and freedom would be absent.

· Some on the other hand would suggest that God chooses not to determine the future but to leave it open to be influenced by human choice and natural events. 

· Another way of looking at this problem for some people is to take the approach that what seem bad things to us are not actually bad if seen from a different perspective.

· However, what we can be sure of is that God’s ultimate desire is for the greater good of his people. He will work to that end – although we may not always understand how he is getting there. When tough times come he knows and understands.

Study questions on the suffering of Job 

1. In Job 1:1, how does the Bible describe Job?

2. What, according to Job 1:6-12, did Satan suggest was the only reason for Job’s faithfulness to God?

3. How did God prove to Satan that his accusation was unfounded and false?

4. According to Job 1:13-19, what happened to Job, to his flocks, to his servants, and to his family?

5. What statements did Job make in Job 1:20-22 which showed that although he was suf​fering, he nevertheless was determined to remain faithful to God?

6. When Job did not “buckle” under the weight of the losses that he had suffered in Job 1:13-19, what, according to Job 2:1-10, did Satan ask to be able to do to Job in order to increase Job’s suffering?

7. What did Job’s wife suggest that Job needed to do in the face of all the suffering and calamity that she and her husband were enduring?

8. What response did Job make to his wife’s suggestion?

9. According to Job 13:15, what was Job’s attitude toward the suffering that he was hav​ing to endure?

10. “We may not always understand why bad things happen in life that cause us great pain, or why certain atrocities occur. But we can know in whom we should trust during such times.” Explain the meaning of this comment.

11. What did God promise His people in Romans 8:28?

12. What does Proverbs 3:5-6 tell us to do?

13. Explain Paul’s statement in Acts 14:22 (“We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God”).

14. What did James mean when he said in James 5:11, “As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered”?

15. What did James urge Christians to do in regard to suffering (James 1:2-4)?

16. Explain the meaning of Psalm 119:67 and Psalm 119:71, being sure to discuss the con​nection between the teaching found within the two verses.
So back to the question – ‘Why does God allow suffering?’  It’s a good question to ask.  It’s a question that Job asked and people are still asking today.  The problem is that no one has the definitive answer to this question!  So perhaps a better question for us to be asking ourselves – instead of ‘Why does God allow suffering?’  - might be for us to accept that suffering is part of our world (where ever it comes from and whatever it’s purpose is) and to then ask ourselves in the light of what we have learnt about how Job coped with his suffering – ‘How can we best cope with suffering?’  
Summary points to take away with you
· We must never think that following God means no trouble or suffering.

· We must not think that our physical suffering is God’s punishment.

· God can use the experience of suffering for good. 
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