September 2011 Castlehill Baptist Church
Hot Topic - Giving

We are all on a journey of salvation and the way we live is as important as our destination.  We can learn much from one another’s experiences.  What follows will hopefully facilitate developing  a shared perspective on biblical giving which honours our Lord. 
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2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.


1. Consider your life and discuss what you have  received from God.
Are there any specific things in your life that you especially know have come from God?

2. Discuss what you have learnt from experience about giving:
· What should we give?
· How much should we give?  
· When should we not give?
· How has the bible guided your experience?
· Are the Old Testament instructions relevant to us?
· Are there Old Testament principles which should guide our giving?

3. Read the following bible passages and discuss what they tell us about the answers to the questions listed in 2 above.
3.1	How much to give and who are we to give to?
· Deut 14:22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year
· Malachi 3:7-10 (NIV)7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD Almighty.    “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’  8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.    “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’    “In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 
· Deut 15:10-11 (NIV)10 Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 11 There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be open handed toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land. 
· Prov 11:24-2524 One person gives freely, yet gains even more;   another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 25 A generous person will prosper;  whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 
· 1 John 3:16-17 (NIV) 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
· Proverbs 19:17 (NIV) 17 Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, 
   and he will reward them for what they have done. 
· 1 Chronicles 21:23-24 (NIV) 23 Araunah said to David, “Take it! Let my lord the king do whatever pleases him. Look, I will give the oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain offering. I will give all this.” 
 24 But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.

3.2	The quality of our giving?
· Deut 17:11 Do not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep that has any defect or flaw in it, for that would be detestable to him.
·  Psalm 37:21The wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously;
· 2 Corinthians 8 1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 
· 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 (NIV) 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

3.3	What have we received from God?   Is all we have due to our own efforts? Which of the following passages are relevant to us:
· 1 Chronicles 29:12-15 (NIV)12 Wealth and honor come from you;  you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. 13 Now, our God, we give you thanks,  and praise your glorious name.  14 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand
· Romans 11:36NIV) For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

4	Summarise what conclusions you have come to about giving

5	If you have time and wish to look up other bible passages then read the following:
· Luke 6:28-30 (NIV)28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 
· Matthew 25:43-45 (NIV)43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’   44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’  45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 
· Luke 12:28-33 (NIV)28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as we
· Matthew 10:8 (NIV)8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,[a] drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. 
· Acts 2:43-50 (NIV)43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
