Debt and the way forward
This study tries to not just look at the issue of debt and its damage but ask, is there a better way for us to live as a community of Gods people that naturally guides us away from debt and into relying on his goodness and grace.  Should our distinctive mark in the community be a lifestyle that is so different from the commercial greedy world that surrounds us?
Proverbs 31:  8-9   “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.  Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
1. Can you define what debt is?
2. Why and how do people get into debt?
3. “Debt is often a relationship breaker.  It destroys families and leaves individuals feeling there is no hope”.  Rob Parsons, Care for the Family.  Have you ever seen or experienced debt?  What impact did you see it having on people and on relationships?
Read Deuteronomy 15: 1-11
This chapter is a both an idealistic statement of Gods perfect demand and a realistic reference on Israel’s probable performance concerning debt.
4. What promise is there in v4?  And on what conditions does the promise depend? V5-6
5. What does v11 recognise?  And why is that the case? 
6. So, given the result of Israel’s ability of do what is asked in v5-6, what does God now ask of his people?
That’s the Old Testament.  What about the New Testament.  
Jesus friends shared their financial resources. Luke 8: 1-3.  Mark 15: 40-41.  So from that perspective, let’s read Matthew 19: 21. 
7. Jesus did not ask the young man to become destitute and friendless.  What did he want for the young man?
8. Jesus urged his followers to follow a relatively carefree life unburdened by anxiety. Matthew 6: 25-33. But he ended his advice with a promise.  What was that promise?
9. Is the promise too good to be true?  Probably.  Unless you look at it in the light of a caring community of believers. Read Acts 2:44.   Acts 4: 32-37.  What should our community look like?
10. How can such a pattern of living lead to us avoiding getting into debt?   
11. And what responsibility and actions should each one of us take to avoid debt?
Read Isaiah 25: 4.   
12. As a community of Gods people, what can we do to be the people we are called to be as a result of this study?
13. What are we going to do as an individual differently as a result of this study?
