Joshua 20-21 Study Questions

Sermon Summary

We noted the need to complete the division of the land by setting apart Cities of Refuge and cities for the Levites and Priests. This system provided centres of Justice, Mercy and Faith throughout the land. We drew out some principles that we can apply to ourselves:

We are to pursue Justice, Mercy and Faith in public life

We are to be places of Refuge to those around us

We are to resource the work of God out of the material things we have

Please read Joshua 20:1-9 and Joshua 21:43-45

1. The Cities of Refuge seemed only to be concerned with the crime of killing – why were other crimes not addressed within these places? Does this indicate that some sins are more serious than others?

2. Why do you think that non-Israelites were able benefit from the Cities of Refuge (v9)?

3. Much of the land allocation in chapter 21 – v4, v6 (and in chapters 14-19) was done by drawing lots. Why do you think this method was used?

4. God saw a need to have local centres where justice, mercy and faith could be expressed and taught. How might we apply this to our society today? How can Christians promote these things in public life?

5. We learned that we as God's people are to be 'cities of refuge' to those around us – those who are ready to listen and give Godly advice. How might we live this kind of 'winsome' lifestyle?

6. The cities mentioned in these chapters were freely given from the inheritance allocated to the tribes of Israel. What lessons can we learn from their willingness to resource God's work from their own material goods?

7. Is there a case for God's people accepting funds or resources from the State? Under what circumstances?

8. What encouraging lesson can we learn from chapter 21:45?

